
Blue Ridge Quilters Guild
December, 2020

Blue Ridge Quilters Guild meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:30 pm at the 
Blue Ridge Library located at 28 Avery Row, Roanoke, VA 24012.  

Phone 540-977-3433. 
NOTE: In case of inclement weather, we will follow the closing schedule of 

Virginia Western Community College Evening/Night classes. 

Hello Blue Ridge Quilters,

It is time for our meeting on Tuesday, December 8 at 6:30 p.m.  It will be good to see and catch
up with our quilting friends.  Kathy Wickham has asked each of us to share a quick and easy
quilted or sewn Christmas present or ornament, so we will have lots of good ideas to use for the
holidays. We will also look forward to seeing your finished projects in Show and Tell.   Watch your
email for a Zoom meeting invite. 

 For those who haven’t tried Zoom:

You just need a computer or iPad with a microphone and webcam.  

It is free to you.

All you need to do is click on the Zoom link I send you.  (It may ask you to give permission
for Zoom to use your microphone and webcam).  

I always open up the meeting early so you can get on and make sure you are able to
connect.  

Come prepared to have some fun and share ideas.  Kathy Wickham has lots of plans for the new
year but we are always open to innovation.  After all, we have had to be
creative just to survive this unique year.  Right?  

Take care, be well, and keep sewing, 

Carol Dillman, President

From Programs: We hope everyone enjoyed chatting with Gail Mayhue about
color and quilting. I certainly did. Gail was very personable and informative. We
plan on having her join us for more programs next year whether via Zoom or in
person only time will tell. 

For our Zoom meeting in December, think Christmas. (Of course!) We would like to see and hear about
an easy and quick quilted or sewn Christmas present or Christmas ornament. As the holidays are
approaching, everyone could use help with a last minute gift. Whether it is one you made or one you re-
ceived, this year or years ago, we don't mind. We just want to see it. We need ideas. Please let us know if
you have something to show when you log into the meeting. 

Thank you!  Kathy Wickham 
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-- Fun Stuff -- 

Here is a quick and easy little block for a wall hanging, mug rug or to repeat for
larger projects. Have fun !!

https://www.bonjourquilts.com/christmas-quilt-block/ 

Something else fun and a little bit different:

https://freshlypieced.com/2011/05/hexing-around-block.html 

 

Quick Tip:  

Make the most of your yardage. Cut out the larger shapes before cutting the smaller
ones. If you accidentally mis-cut a larger shape, it’s usually possible to cut a smaller
shape out of that incorrectly cut piece.

In the spirit of Christmas, could we all remember Jo Bell this holi-
day season with a card or a phone call, or both. Jo has made
good progress since breaking a hip in April but she is really home
bound. Because of Covid she has had very few visitors and
misses seeing her friends from our guild. 

Please remember her this Christmas. 

Jo Bell 

611 Stratford Dr. 

Blue Ridge, VA 24064. 

977-0179

https://www.bonjourquilts.com/christmas-quilt-block/
https://freshlypieced.com/2011/05/hexing-around-block.html
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December Birthdays:

Carolyn Zaleski - Dec 27th

The Board of Officers for the two year term of 2020-2022:
President - Carol Dillman

Vice President - Cathy Henderson

Secretary - Carolyn Zaleski

Treasurer - Cynthia Luedtke

Committees

Programs - Kathy Wickham (could use a partner)

Membership - Claire Hightower and Carolyn Zaleski

Sunshine - Carolyn Zaleski, vaquiltercz@comcast.net

Historian - Gisela O’Connor and Loretta Twiford

Hospitality - Sharon Menzies and Janice Taylor

Newsletter - Loretta Twiford

Publicity - Julie Shelton and Chris Martin
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While We Are Away

Cathie Henderson:  I’ve made a couple table toppers and coordi-
nating hot mats for Christmas gifts. The large map quilt is for my
future son-in-law for Christmas. Lastly I’ve been making the Star
ornaments. A few other projects are almost done, but not quite
finished! 

Cynthia Luedtke: This last month or so I have been working on
this Jesse Tree for my granddaughters (see photo at right). It is
like an Advent calendar except it has Bible stories to go with
each ornament that follow the Christmas Story to the birth of Je-
sus. Our church ladies have also made 7 for our families with
young children. FYI – they are a lot of work!
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 Gisela O’Connor:  After sewing Comfort Quilts in October, I went back to my stuff... Got something
done, except the quilting...  Following the “do something out of your habitual“ advice!.  It started with
a donated orphan block, and a bag of donated which had the Southwestern inspired print, plus the
solids in turquoise and yellow. Dotted and white on black fabric from my Brazilian stash... Cat
approved by Loulou!
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Janice Taylor has also been busy:

Two zippered vinyl bags

A machine embroidered table
runner (front and back)

And, dish rags . . . The story on the dish rags is that I purchased cloth diapers to make burp cloths.
However, they were so thin, I did not use them. They had been sitting around for over a year. I was
needing some good absorbent dishrags. So I folded them in 4ths stitched all 4 edges, and sewed a
diagonal to hold the fabric together. Dishrags!!!!!!
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Advertisers:
Do you or a friend have a home business you would like to advertise? 
Send Loretta a business card !!

Members advertise free, non-members advertise 12 months for $25.00.
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BLUE RIDGE QUILTERS GUILD MEETING 
November 10, 2020 - ZOOM

Vice President, Cathy Henderson, opened the meeting at 6:35pm. In attendance were: Carol Dillman,
Cynthia Leudtke, Cathy Henderson, Carolyn Zaleski, Claire Hightower, Ann Ware, Kathy Wickham,
Janice Taylor, Loretta Twiford, Gisela O’Connor. Julie Shelton, Barbara Fralin and our speaker for the
evening, Gail Mayhue.

Cathy Henderson welcomed Gail Mayhue to our meeting and thanked her for agreeing to do a pro-
gram for us tonight. Cathy asked the members to reach out to our missing members and encourage
them to attend our next meeting on Dec. 8th. President, Carol Dillman thanked everyone for their ef-
forts which made National Quilt Day a success. Kathy Wickham added that there were no reports of
any Covid infections in anyone attending the event. Carol also will be setting up a convenient time for
a Board Meeting in the near future. This will be a Zoom meeting also. More information will be coming
soon.

Programs - Kathy Wickham spoke about our Christmas celebration which will be a Show and Tell
Party where members will present Christmas related items they have made or items they are working
on for the holidays. After the New Year, Roanoke Social Services will come and talk to us about the
foster care system and the needs that we might fill for these kids.

Membership - Claire Hightower reported we have 26 paid members and 1 legacy member.

Sunshine - Carolyn Zaleski reported no new requests for the month but Cynthia Luedtke told us that
Dorothy Atkins, a former member, has broken her arm and her leg. Sunshine will send a card this
week.

Treasurer’s Report - Cynthia Luedtke gave her Treasurer’s Report. Our current balance is $5,529.42
. Carol Dillman added that she is currently paying for Zoom personally. If we continue having our
meetings in this format, she will submit a small bill each month to cover this expense.

Newsletter - Loretta Twiford had nothing new to report.

Website - Loretta is looking for someone (more skilled at website creation than she) to take
over our Word Press page.

Hospitality - Gisela O’Connor had nothing new to report this month

Secretary’s  Report - Carolyn Zaleski reported that the minutes from the last meeting are included in
the last Newsletter.

Program - Gail Mayhue, who is a former member, and one of the teachers at Quilting Essentials in
Salem, gave a program on Choosing Colors. She gave us many tips and the method she uses to pick
her fabrics for her many projects. Gail uses her border fabric to pull out the colors that will work in the
rest of her quilts. There were many questions from our members and many tips shared. Gail shared
that she has a bag pattern which is in the works to be printed and sold. Loretta Twiford asked her to
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let us know when it becomes available so we can make our purchases. Kathy Wickham offered to
arrange another field trip to Quilting Essentials and Gail offered to be there to help anyone with their
color/fabric choices.

Show and Tell
Many members participated in Show and Tell this month. Gisela O’Connor, Julie Shelton, Janice
Taylor, Kathy Wickham, Cynthia Luedtke, Carolyn Zaleski and Loretta Twiford all presented their vari-
ous quilts, place mats, pillows and Christmas gifts .

Meeting adjourned at approx. 8:25pm.

Submitted by:

Carolyn Zaleski

To quote a certain jolly ol’ elf, 

Happy Christmas to all,

and to all a good night !!! 


