
Blue Ridge Quilters Guild
October, 2020

Blue Ridge Quilters Guild meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:30 pm at the 
Blue Ridge Library located at 28 Avery Row, Roanoke, VA 24012.  

Phone 540-977-3433. 
NOTE: In case of inclement weather, we will follow the closing schedule of 

Virginia Western Community College Evening/Night classes. 

Greetings All,

It was so good to see some of our members at the Meet & Greet meeting that we held on September
15 at the Walrond Park pavilion.  The weather was pleasant and made for a nice evening.  Several
ladies brought some great Show & Tell items.  It was just so good to talk sewing and quilting with
others who understand.  We missed those of you who were unable to attend.  

Since the weather is turning cooler and the sun is setting earlier, we are going to try to take our
meetings online.  Have you attended a Zoom or Google Meets
meeting?  Well, it is really not that hard and you do not have to wear a
mask, in fact it is discouraged.  And the commute is really short.  This
will be a learning experience for all of us.  I have attended many Zoom
meetings but have not hosted one.  So please attend and see how I do
with this challenge. 

Our online meeting will be at our usual day and time – Tuesday,
October 13th at 6:30 p.m.  I am exploring Zoom and Google Meets to
see which will best meet our needs.  Watch on Monday for an email
that will give you the link needed to sign in to the meeting.  

If all goes well with our online experimental meeting, we will have a
short business meeting.  Next, I am asking that some of you volunteer
to give us a short 2-3 minute quilting tip or technique that you have
learned over the stay-at-home time.  We will finish our meeting with
our usual Show & Tell.

The Board has been discussing lots of other ideas to keep us quilting.  These ideas include a shopping
trip to Quilting Essentials; a Ways and Means table to sell donated fabric, patterns and books; fabric
challenges; and program ideas.      

I look forward to seeing all of you at the online meeting.

Carol Dillman, President

Programs -

The BRQG has a special quilt shop day planned for Thursday October 15th. We have a special

invitation to shop at Quilting Essentials in Salem. Our appointments are at 1 pm, 2 pm and 3 pm.

Please sign up with Kathy Wickham by texting or calling 540 556-3304. They are allowing 2 people

per hour, so sign up asap. We can schedule another day once these slots are filled. Join us in

supporting our local quilt shop. 
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QUILTS OF VALOR UPDATE

Thank you so much for participating in the 5X5 blocks for

Quilts of Valor.  On Thursday I mailed in 35 blocks in the

name of the Blue Ridge Quilters Guild. For October I am

doing a new block called the Ribbon Star...a variation of the

friendship star. If you would like a kit, please email me at

vaquiltercz@comcast.net and I will send you one, or more if

you would like more than one.

The Quilts of Valor group that I support is called Quilts of Valor Working Stars.  They have

members all over the US, more than 200 participate. Member make blocks, like we do, some

make quilt tops and they will be quilted by volunteers and presented to veteran and active duty

personnel or some send in completed quilts for presentation. Last month (Sept) members made

848 blocks (YTD 5810) and 32 quilts were presented  (YTD 318). You can check out this

group on Facebook and see pictures of the beautiful quilts and blocks.

And here is a pic of a 5x5 quilt I will put together to send.

OTHER FUN STUFF:

A tutorial on a quick weekend project - and timely, too !!

https://www.bonjourquilts.com/vote-mini-quilt-pattern/ 

mailto:vaquiltercz@comcast.net
https://www.bonjourquilts.com/vote-mini-quilt-pattern/
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The Board of Officers for the two year term of 2020-2022:

President - Carol Dillman

Vice President - Cathy Henderson

Secretary - Carolyn Zaleski

Treasurer - Cynthia Luedtke

Committees

Programs - Kathy Wickham (could use a partner)

Membership - Claire Hightower and Carolyn Zaleski

Sunshine - Carolyn Zaleski, vaquiltercz@comcast.net

Historian - Gisela O’Connor and Loretta Twiford

Hospitality - Sharon Menzies and Janice Taylor

Newsletter - Loretta Twiford

Publicity - Julie Shelton and Chris Martin

Programs:

News for those that missed our last meeting: Kathy Wickham suggested that we have fabric, books,
patterns, etc. for sale at our regular meetings with all proceeds benefitting the Guild. She offered to
bring books, etc. to a meeting and fabrics the next meeting. It will be similar to the Star Quilters Ways
& Means but alternating what is brought for sale. We can still have a silent auction meeting, but we
won't have to wait to donate or purchase patterns and fabric. Now the question is what do we call it.
Think about it. Here are suggestions so far are: 

"Scraps and Stuff" and "Scraps, Etc for Charities" and "Loose Threads". If you have an idea, submit it
and we can vote on it. 

When we meet next Kathy will bring books, patterns and magazines and if you have something to
donate, bring it with you.
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Some Interesting October Calendar Events:

1st - International Coffee Day

2nd - International Name Your Car Day

3rd - National Poetry Day

4th - National Crunchy Taco Day

5th - National Be Nice Day

6th - National Noodle Day

8th National Pierogi Day

11th - National Sausage Pizza Day

12th  - Columbus Day

13th - Navy Birthday

15th - National Maths Day

16th - National Mammography Day

17th - National Pasta Day

21st - International Day of the Nacho

22nd - National Nut Day

24th - National Bologna Day

25th - National Art Day

26th - National Pumpkin Day

27th - National Mentoring Day

29th - National Cat Day

30th - National Candy Corn Day

31st - Halloween

October Birthdays:

October 18th -Jan Duus
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Advertisers:

Members advertise free, non-members advertise for one (1) year for $25.00.
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While We Are Away:

On Tuesday, September 15th a regular meeting was held at Waldron Park shelter, which you can
read all about in the minutes on another page of this newsletter. And there was a very nice Show &
Tell which you can share now through pictures.

First up was Kitty Yates: 

See minutes on last page for
descriptions of Kitty’s presentions.
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Then Janice Taylor wowed us with her Show & Tell:

A double wedding ring block

Her Hanukkah (spelled correctly) quilt front and back

And a Santa Claus panel, front and back
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Cathy Henderson had finished completing the pieces donated to the guild by Pat Lingle and shoed
those. She completely quilted two of the pieces and completed the hand quilting on the Flag piece.

Gisela O’Connor was also present and showed a Foster Kids quilt she had made and which had just
been quilted.
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And Kathy Wickham had several pieces to share.

A table runner she has yet to quilt; a tee shirt quilt she made; and a very interesting string quilt.

Plus, here are some candid shots showing the shelter and some of the surrounding park. Yes, we
were wearing masks and keeping socially distanced. ;=) 
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While We Are Away - Cathy Henderson shared some projects she has been working on,
stating “I’ve been busy but mostly getting ready for the quilting retreat at Smith Mountain Lake I
participated in. What a blast! I have been trying to salvage a quilt my mother made probably 20 years
ago and my cousin loved to death. Many spots were in shreds. I un-quilted it, washed the top and
then disassembled the squares. I decided to reassemble it on point. I had to add 2 blocks of  my own
to have enough. Need to add a border and hand quilt it this winter.”

    And other projects she worked on and/or completed at the retreat:

And she admitted to taking this to
the retreat and finishing it at
home. 

But, she states she has also made 2 comfort quilts for Star
Quilters which need to be quilted, and she finished the Old West
BOM quilt top from Pat Sloan. 

I sure would like to know where she gets all that energy !! lol
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Cynthia Luedtke offered this picture of two pillows she had started 25 years ago that go with a
Christmas quilt she had made. The good news is they are finally finished !!

But sometimes where there is good news, you also find some bad news. Cynthia said:

“That is the only thing I got done in the last month because I had been out of  town and back only 2
days when I was in a parking lot car accident. It really jarred my body, but no broken bones or
lacerations. Have been spending quality time with my chiropractor and not getting much quilting
done.”

Carol Dillman sent this along:

The picture is the start of many half square triangles and
pinwheels for two quilts for my granddaughters.

And there was me, Loretta Twiford:

I had made this Eleanor Burns quilt top several years ago and
finally got it quilted. It is being donated as a charity quilt in Star
Quilters’ Charity Challenge in which they hope to be able to donate
at least 50 quilts by the end of the year. 
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Minutes of September 15, 2020 Blue Ridge Quilt Guild Meeting

Due to the pandemic, our meeting was held outdoors at the Waldron Park pavilion. There were ample picnic
tables to allow for social distancing. President Carol Dillman called the meeting to order at 4:15; a total of
eight members were present.

Future Programs

· We do not know when our regular meeting site, Blue Ridge Library, will allow us to meet there.

· Our planned program at Quilting Essentials has been postponed. Our November meeting was
proposed as a new date, or possibly October if we could meet outdoors in the parking lot. Kathy
Wickham will follow up with the shop on this.

· Cicely Sue from CSThreadz would like to present a program for us. Her shop is undergoing construction
for expansion, with the meeting room currently used as a supply area. Kathy Wickham will try to
schedule a Saturday program with her.

· A Ways and Means table at every meeting, once regular meetings resume, was proposed to replace
our annual Silent Auction. Kathy W. would bring some donated items to the meeting, and the
proceeds would to our Comfort Quilt supplies and program expenses.

Alternate Meeting Location
Cathy Henderson suggested Troutville Town Hall as an alternate meeting place. She recently attended a
meeting there and thinks the space would work for what we need. She will investigate availability.

Show and Tell
Our Members have been busy! 

· Kitty Yates showed us her Comfort Quilt (Jacob’s Ladder pattern), an Apple Core quilt made from
men’s shirts, a stack-and-whack from Christmas fabric, a Civil War scrappy quilt, a bag made from a
denim jumper, and a Crumb Quilt bag. 

· Janice Taylor displayed a double wedding ring work-in-progress, a Santa panel wall hanging, and a
blue-and-white Hanukkah quilt.

· Cathy Henderson displayed three completed quilts (patriotic, a panel, and a Halloween quilt) from
quilt tops she received from Kathy Wickham.

· Kathy Wickham showed us a completed quarantine quilt-along using the Hope pattern, a UVa quilt
made from T-shirts, and a table runner.

  
Beautiful work, ladies!

Our meeting adjourned at 5:30.

Respectfully submitted by

Claire Hightower

Substitute secretary


