
Blue Ridge Quilters Guild
August, 2020

Blue Ridge Quilters Guild meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:30 pm at the 
Blue Ridge Library located at 28 Avery Row, Roanoke, VA 24012.  

Phone 540-977-3433. 
NOTE: In case of inclement weather, we will follow the closing schedule of 

Virginia Western Community College Evening/Night classes. 

Hello All - 

First things first.  Our August 11th meeting was scheduled to be held at Quilting Essentials with

Gayle Mayhew as speaker.  Quilting Essentials is still only allowing shoppers by appointment

only, so a group meeting there is not possible at this time.  The Blue Ridge Library is still not

open for meetings either.  I am thinking about a Zoom meeting (see below) just for Show and

Tell on August 11.  Let me know below if you would participate.      

I would like to know from members how we could possibly meet again.  Please send me a text

(540-520-2955) or an email (csdillman@yahoo.com) and let me know what your choice would

be. 

1. Find an outdoor venue to meet during the day

2. Have a Zoom meeting in the evening

3. Wait till the library opens and have our regular meeting

4. Other options

In the meantime, Kathy Wickham and I have been discussing some possible ways to involve

everyone with a challenge project or group project in lieu of our monthly programs that we

have missed.  I will be trying to get together with members of the Board to discuss these and

other items.  So, look forward to hearing from us with some ideas for moving forward.  It has

been a long time.  I miss seeing all of our Blue Ridge Quilters.  

Thank you in advance for responding to my survey.  

Carol Dillman, President

mailto:csdillman@yahoo.com
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FUN STUFF

QOV AND QUILT BLOCK AUCTION

Have you emailed or texted Carolyn Zaleski to get a kit for a 12" red, white and blue star block to be sent to
Quilts Of Valor where they will be made into quilts for US service veterans? It is not too late. And to add a bit
of fun, make another from your stash so you can participate in the star block auction. 

Email: vaquiltercz@comcast.net

text to: 540.400.4600

August Birthdays:

August 17th - Carol Dillman

August 20th - Wanda Nawrocki

August 21st - Rosemarie Novotny

August 23rd - Tina Dietz

August 28th - Chris Martin

 NOTE: August birthday girl Tina Dietz has been in Pennsylvania with her mom since April because

of her mom’s health status and both she and her mom need our prayers. It has been one thing after

another and just when it seems things are under control and Tina can return to Virginia, something

else pops up to prevent that. It now looks as though she may just have to remain with her mom until

very late in the year, to the detriment of her own plans to attend to things only possible here. On a

brighter note, she does say that the town where her mother lives is small and every convenience is

very near, including the grocery, WalMart and even the doctor. She says it is beautiful and has very

little litter (for some reason that really impressed Tina !), but any bright spot in a storm, right? 

mailto:vaquiltercz@comcast.net
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The Board of Officers for the two year term of 2020-2022:

President - Carol Dillman

Vice President - Cathy Henderson

Secretary - Carolyn Zaleski

Treasurer - Cynthia Luedtke

Committees

Programs - Kathy Wickham (could use a partner)

Membership - Claire Hightower and Carolyn Zaleski

Sunshine - Carolyn Zaleski, vaquiltercz@comcast.net

Historian - Gisela O’Connor and Loretta Twiford

Hospitality - Sharon Menzies and Janice Taylor

Newsletter - Loretta Twiford

Publicity - Julie Shelton and Chris Martin

From Sunshine - The Chairwoman (see above) has requested that we each bring a couple of “Thinking of
You” and/or “Get Well” greeting cards that you may have on hand and would like to donate, if you have not
already done so.

 

From Programs - I am sad to say we have bad news. Quilting Essentials cannot host our August
meeting. We will try to reschedule it this fall with hope this COVID-19 virus is conquered soon. 

The Good News is Quilting Essentials continues to make appointments for quilters to come shop. We can
still get our fabric fix and we can do it in groups of 2-3, wearing masks of course. 

Boones Country Store and CS Threadz are also open for your quilting needs. 

I still have quilt tops that need quilting for teens in foster care. The need continues despite the quarantine.
Please contact me if you would like to help or if you have a completed quilt to donate. One more thing, Pat
Lingle has donated some fabric that would make great fabric for challenge blocks. 10" blocks of fabric will
be ready to hand out whenever we meet. Or if anyone would like a head start on making a 12" block, let
me know.    

Til we meet again, Kathy Wickham
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Calendar Events:

It seems there are no interesting or even UNinteresting calendar events for August. Strange. Except,
of course, what our quilters have been up to - just keep turning the pages and see !

Wait !! Schwans’ email says it is Chocolate Chip Cookie Day !!! How did I miss that ??? Where are
those cookies ???   yummmm

Advertisers:
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August makes the 5th month without a face-to-face meeting, but look who has been busy quilting !. 

While we are away:

From Cathy Henderson, who has really been busy quiling !

I finished a quilt for my sister-in-law to celebrate her 70th birthday. It’s made using a jelly roll plus
background fabric and was pretty easy. I quilted it on my Juki longarm using a pounce template and
free motion quilting. I also finished a small fall wall hanging and built a new pressing station. Sure
hope we get to meet again today in August!
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And another busy quilter is Gisela O’Connor - where do you get the energy, girl ??  lol

I have been working, but only three Comfort Quilts are ready, quilted and bound, with the help of the
formidable duo, Cynthia and David!  (For Star Quilters Guild)

These may look alike at first glance, but actually, the focus fabrics are very different. Good job,
Gisela !
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But wait !! Gisela is not finished yet ! 

Also shown are patriotic star blocks from kits available from
Carolyn Zaleski for the Quilts of Valor effort. 

And a shower curtain made for daughter Valeria who Soon is
moving into the house where I grew up in São José dos
Campos !
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Also from Gisela - My “Aura” in the works...there are more blocks done, These were made in July!
The V blocks generate cuts that are appearing here in company of cuts from an hexagon made way
back! The layout will be different...this is just the production so far.

t.

Rosemarie Novotny gave me this almost finished quilt. I am
adding on one more row and borders to fit my king size bed!

And for a giggle... 

Do not let them take your forehead temp when you enter a fabric store. It

takes away your memory. I went in for some thread and came home with 40

fat quarters and 7 bolts of fabric!!! From Ramohna Ro Jones
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And now for the meager offerings of Loretta Twiford - no effort is too small for our newsletter !! lol

I just don’t recall where the block patterns came from but this is
from some time ago and I finally got around to doing the quilting. I
recall having asked Kathy Wickham how to do the zip-zow-can’t-
miss-it star part because she showed something with it in and  I
really liked it. Thanks, Kathy, for the excellent instruction. Now to
add the binding and it will be done. This piece measures 48"x72".

And these are Ohio Star blocks I made from my stash
of patriotic fabrics for Carolyn Zaleski’s Quilts of Valor
blocks. Later, I picked up 5 kits from her and those are
done and ready to be turned in. A basic and easy block
to do. Have you done some yet? It is not too late. 

If you would like some kits, just call, text or email
Carolyn - 540-400-4600 or vaquiltercz@comcast.net.
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And from Julie Shelton -

Here are photos of a play mat I made for our great-niece. I call it “Numbers and Letters."

Front: Back:

I sent a photo of my cat panel quilt for one of the last newsletters. Here is a photo of the cat and ball
of yarn design suggested by Dawn Schaben, who did the quilting. Cute!

(Note: See May, 2020 newsletter)
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Claire Hightower submitted this interesting item:

Fabric yardage often comes with a length-wise crease that I find difficult to remove. I sometimes pre-
wash the fabric, then press it, which helps remove or lessen the crease somewhat. I find this
somewhat laborious. 

I recently started a project using large panels where the pattern emphasizes no pre-washing. Not
surprisingly, my panels had the bolt-fold crease. I searched the web and found a solution! Actually it's
a home-made solution of equal parts white vinegar and water. I applied this to the crease with an
artist's paint-brush and then pressed while wet. It worked great! I have a couple of caveats, though:

• Be sure your ironing surface is clean and not covered with a printed fabric which might bleed
onto your new fabric. If in doubt, put a clean white or well-washed pillowcase or some such
thing between your ironing surface and your creased fabric.

• Test on an inconspicuous area of your fabric to make sure your fabric will not bleed.

• Make your solution using distilled water if you suspect your household water has impurities
that may cause stains.

Editor: I am definitely going to try this !!!
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From Cynthia Luedtke:

My husband and I just returned from Michigan on August
3rd where we delivered the quilt to our new granddaughter,
Piper Ellen Luedtke, as shown in the first picture.

(what a cutie !!)

The second is a mini carpenter’s wheel/square made with 2 ½”
charm squares. 

The third is a kit using Kim Diehl fabrics that had 426 pieces. 

The fourth is the leftovers from the quilt in the second picture. 

I just got the mariner’s compass quilt shown in the previous
newsletter back from the quilter and still have to bind it

That’s all folks !! Thanks for tuning in.


