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Blue Ridge Quilters Guild meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:30 pm at the 
Blue Ridge Library located at 28 Avery Row, Roanoke, VA 24012.  

Phone 540-977-3433. 
NOTE: In case of inclement weather, we will follow the closing schedule of 

Virginia Western Community College Evening/Night classes. 

President Carol Dillman got in touch with the Blue Ridge Library and learned that they are not yet

open to allowing folks inside the Library, so that means that our July meeting is cancelled. If you
have a suggestion of a site where we can get together even for a short time just to remember each
other’s faces and share some quilting talk with like-minded others, just let Carol Dillman know. 

Carol said the lady at the Library did ask her to pass along their thanks for making masks for the
Botetourt services. She also said that we are on the list of those who will receive a call when they are
again open for the public, although this may not be in the foreseeable future. 

On that note, here is a note from Programs Committee:

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:

If we have a meeting at the Blue Ridge Library on July 14th our program will be "Christmas in July ".
There will be projects and patterns to make for Christmas. 

Also please bring any special projects (gifts or using Christmas fabrics) you have made for
Christmas. Especially if you have made it during the 2020 quarantine, bring it for Show & Share. 

Our August meeting will be at Quilting Essentials in Salem. Gayle Mayhew will present a talk and of
course we will shop! 

Reminder that Quilting Essentials is open for your quilting needs. Call Bernie and Pat for details. 

Hope to see you soon!  Kathy Wickham

NOTE - Kathy will check with Quilting Essentials prior to the next newsletter to see if they will still be
amenable to our meeting in the shop in August.
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Beginning Quilting, Part 2

Cutting and Piecing

Now that you have prepared your fabric, you are ready to begin cutting for your quilt design.  Rotary cutters
have made cutting much easier and more accurate.  Make sure your rotary cutter has a sharp blade.   Also
needed is a good rotary cutting ruler and cutting mat.  In rotary cutting, rely on the ruler markings not the
markings on your mat.  

1. The first step is to square the cut edge of the fabric.  Line a wide ruler up with the fabric fold and
holding the ruler firmly, cut the fabric edge perpendicular to the fold.  

*To hold the ruler firmly, spread your fingers out on the ruler.  If making a long cut, you may need to

stop the cutter and walk your fingers up the ruler before finishing the cut.

2. Next you will flip the fabric and use the ruler to measure the width you would like to cut.  Line ruler
measurement up with the squared cut edge of the fabric and make sure it is square with the bottom
edge, then cut your strip.  Remember to check your measurement twice before cutting.

*To square the cut edge and learn to cut properly, I recommend that you watch the following video. 

Leah Day gives clear and precise instructions - https://leahday.com/pages/cut-fabric-rotary-cutter.

I feel like this is one skill that you really need to see demonstrated.  

3. Next, you will be sewing your cut fabric pieces together with a ¼” seam.  

Ways to be precise in your ¼” seam include: 

*measuring and marking on your machine exactly where the edge of your fabric should run;

*using a ¼” quilting foot, if available, for your machine;

*making sure your fabric doesn’t pull to one side as you reach the end of the seam;

*after sewing the seam, keeping a ruler handy to measure the seam;

*after pressing the seam, measuring the whole piece to make sure it is accurate;

*and after finishing a quilt block, measuring again to ensure it is the right size and squared up.

Leah also has a video to help with piecing -   https://leahday.com/pages/scant-verses-quarter-inch-

seams-great-quilting-debate-podcast-52

Precision is important when cutting and piecing.  Consistency and practice will help you achieve that
precision.  Line the ruler up the same way each time.  Sew with the same size seam each time.  But in the end,
I like the adage: Finished is better than perfect.

By Carol Dillman

https://leahday.com/pages/cut-fabric-rotary-cutter
https://leahday.com/pages/scant-verses-quarter-inch-seams-great-quilting-debate-podcast-52
https://leahday.com/pages/scant-verses-quarter-inch-seams-great-quilting-debate-podcast-52
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FUN STUFF
As seen on FaceBook: Masks are apparently the new bra. They’re uncomfortable, you only wear
them in public, and when you don’t wear one, everyone notices.

QOV AND QUILT BLOCK AUCTION
Have you emailed or texted Carolyn Zaleski to get a kit for a 12" red, white and blue star block to be
sent to Quilts Of Valor where they will be made into quilts for US service veterans? And to add a bit
of fun, make another from your stash so you can participate in the star block auction. 
Email: vaquiltercz@comcast.net
text to: 540.400.4600

And at right a “borrowed” quote from Bonnie
Hunter at www.Quiltville.com 
If you have not yet visited the site, it would be
worth your time - there is lots to explore.

UPCOMING QUILTING EVENTS:
Peaks and Pieces Quilt Guild Show in Bedford
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 thru 
Saturday, July 25, 2020, 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Bedford Central Library, 321 North Bridge Street,
Bedford, Virginia, 24523
A display of beautiful quilts in a wide variety of
styles and sizes including contemporary,
traditional, and art quilts.  Viewers are invited to
vote for their favorites!

July Birthdays:

July 6th - Loretta Twiford

July 22nd - Kelly Stanley

July 29th - Monica Lugar

mailto:vaquiltercz@comcast.net
http://www.Quiltville.com
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“A lot of artists work solitary—but when you’re learning or working in a group, a group energy
happens. There’s comfort and excitement when people are working on similar activities. A bond
occurs.” Margaret Carlock-Russo, art therapist.
“Borrowed” from www.Jacquelynnesteves.com The Art of Home newsletter

Now some good news about one of our members:

Everyone is our guild knows Jo Bell. She is our oldest member at 95 and although her hearing is
almost gone, she manages, with a little help to make most of the guild’s meetings. Jo broke her hip a
few months ago, had surgery and went to re-hab for several weeks. She is home now and doing very
well physically. She lives alone but has family nearby. At first she needed the aid of a walker to get
around but after a few weeks with home PT, the walker spends most of the day in the corner. Her
son had a chair lift installed so she can get down to her sewing room and laundry area. As I said in
the beginning, she is doing remarkably well physically but she is lonely.  She misses being able to get
around on her own and she misses seeing her friends. Most of us probably sent her a get-well card
when we learned of her fall but that was several months ago. This might be a good time to send
another card or, better yet, give her a phone call. Right now she has lost her interest in quilting but
some contact with her quilting buddies might change all that.  Her phone # is 977-0179 and her
address is 611 Stratford Dr Blue Ridge VA 24064

Calendar Events:

July 4th - Independence Day 
(celebrated on Friday, July 3rd)

Hope You Celebrated Safely !

http://www.Jacquelynnesteves.com
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Advertisers:

The Board of Officers for the two year term of 2020-2022:

President - Carol Dillman
Vice President - Cathy Henderson

Secretary - Carolyn Zaleski
Treasurer - Cynthia Luedtke

Committees
Programs - Kathy Wickham (could use a partner)
Membership - Claire Hightower and Carolyn Zaleski
Sunshine - Carolyn Zaleski, vaquiltercz@comcast.net
Historian - Gisela O’Connor and Loretta Twiford
Hospitality - Sharon Menzies and Janice Taylor
Newsletter - Loretta Twiford
Publicity - Julie Shelton and Chris Martin

NOTE: The Sunshine Chair (see above) has requested that we each bring a couple of “Thinking of
You” and/or “Get Well” greeting cards that you may have on hand and would like to donate.
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While we are away:

One of our members, Gisela O’Connor, has really been busy in her “off” time !! Check these out !

 Good job, Gisela !!
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Also, Cynthia Luedtke has made excellent use of her “off” time creating new projects and catching up
on a few projects with some whiskers on them !! Take a look at these:

Here are some of my projects:

Mariner’s Compass – For son, Ben, for his high school graduation 11 years ago. It is ready to quilt.

Tree of Life – Finished an exchange quilt from 20 years ago.

Table Topper – Used Batik fabric scraps, completed in one day.

Quilt for Granddaughter – She will arrive this month!

Looking good, Cynthia !


