
Blue Ridge Quilters Guild
March, 2020

Blue Ridge Quilters Guild meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:30pm at the 
Blue Ridge Library located at 28 Avery Row, Roanoke, VA 24012.  

Phone 540-977-3433. 
NOTE: In case of inclement weather, we will follow the closing schedule of 

Virginia Western Community College Evening/Night classes. 

Are you looking forward as much as I to getting out and meeting with other quilters again? Hopefully
we can do just that next month. In the meantime . . .

- - - - - - -

President Carol Dillman wants to pass this along:

There are no plans for a June meeting. Carol is still trying to work out a way to get together or at least
share our projects, perhaps on Zoom. 

- - - - - - -

The Board is working on the possibility of a virtual get-together, and if that becomes possible, you will
be among the first to know !! In the meantime, stay in touch with each other and send your pictures
and chuckles to the newsletter at lorgeo@comcast.net so you can share what you have been doing
since we last met in March !! It doesn’t matter if you have been working in the garden, planting
beautiful flowers or cutting/sewing/quilting . . . it all exercises your creativity and could possibly
encourage others, which is pretty much what our Show & Tell is all about. 

mailto:lorgeo@comcast.net
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Beginning Quilting, Part 1

Fabric Preparation

When you are learning to quilt, you find that everyone has an opinion about the right way to do things.  You will find

over time, and with lots of practice, which methods work best for you and provide your best results.  As you begin,

though, you may need some suggestions to help you so you can avoid making every error (like I did and do) before

figuring out the right way.  

For your first attempt at quilting, choose a simple pattern for a small project and purchase good quality fabric.  The

simple pattern and small project will allow you to start a project you will actually finish.  It is not the time for a king-

sized, intricate design quilt.  The good fabric will give you a product you can be proud of when it is finished.  

Once you have chosen your pattern and fabric, you will need to prepare your fabric for cutting.

1. Wash your fabric first in very warm water.  

(Precuts should not be washed as they will just be a jumbled mess of threads.)  

Prewashing will allow it to shrink and you can see if the color is going to bleed.  I usually wash my

fabric by hand and run water through it several times if it bleeds, to get rid of the excess color.  This is

particularly a problem for dark or bright color fabrics.  

If you find there is still color coming from the fabric, you can use green Palmolive Liquid dishwashing

detergent (not in a front-loading machine – too many bubbles) to wash your fabric to release excess

dyes.  Wash the fabric in a sink and let it soak for about 30 minutes.  Rinse the fabric and repeat if the

water does not run clear.  It might take 2 or 3 times of washing the fabric to stop the color discharge.  

You can also add a Shout Color Catcher sheet or Carbona Color Grabber sheet to the rinse water to

make sure you have caught the extra dye. 

Interesting links about this topic - https://www.quiltinghub.com/Articles/ArticleID/343 and

https://newquilters.com/shout-color-catcher-prevent-color-bleeding/. 

2. I dry my fabric partially by hanging it or drying in the dryer.  While it is still damp, I iron it so it will be

nice and smooth for cutting.  Be careful not to stretch or pull the fabric out of shape.

3. You may choose to starch your fabrics before cutting.  There are spray starches available for this

use.  This is optional but many feel that it makes the fabric easier to cut and piece.  

4. Whew!  Now your fabric is ready for cutting.  

Prewashing your fabric seems like a lot of work but better to do this now than to ruin your finished

quilt when it is washed.  

Part 2 – Cutting and Piecing coming soon!

By Carol Dillman

https://www.quiltinghub.com/Articles/ArticleID/343
https://newquilters.com/shout-color-catcher-prevent-color-bleeding/
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FUN STUFF

The following link comes under the heading of “gee, I would like to try that” for me. It is a fascinating
look and basic instruction in Collage quilting. Give it a look ! You may have to copy the humongous
link below into your browser.

https://collagequilter.com/blogs/news/parchment-pressing-technique?utm_source=Collage+Quilter&u
tm_campaign=da8664f81c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_01_06_43&utm_medium=email&utm_ter
m=0_5b08a879bf-da8664f81c-302815325&mc_cid=da8664f81c&mc_eid=fcffaa417f

- - - - - - -

Tina sent this suggestion along, saying that the woman seems to have a lot of clever stuff. 

Just Get It Done Quilts: https://www.justgetitdonequilts.com 

And this 11 minute video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RePQz1eN5Ko covering 5 strategies to
help you deal with “Ugly Fabric;” at the end of the video, a free quilt pattern.

- - - - - - -

And this from Bonjour Quilts blog - interesting:  

Have you visited FeelGood Fibers.com yet? This platform, run by a quilter and her husband, helps
you destash your fabric to a new home so it can live its best life. You can also find fabric gold that
others are selling from their stashes. If you're having trouble getting fabric due to the pandemic, or
looking for a particular out-of-print fabric this is a really helpful site.

- - - - - - -

Saw this line in a Missouri Star Quilt Company email and felt it was very fitting for current times:

“There is nothing in nature that blooms all year, so don’t expect yourself to either.”

https://www.justgetitdonequilts.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RePQz1eN5Ko
https://el2.convertkit-mail4.com/c/75uq7ok4l5h8hzre7pbz/pxteh9h7gokpnx/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVsZ29vZGZpYmVycy5jb20v


4      June, 2020

- While we have been away –

From Kathy Wickham, Programs:

As soon as we hear when we can meet again, we hope to have our silent auction/sale. So if
you've been cleaning your sewing room, set aside items for our sale. We also still have a field trip to
Quilting Essentials in Salem and one to CS THREADZ and Boones Country Store to look forward to
hopefully sometime this year. 

In the meantime, I have a challenge for all BRQG members. I would like every member to
make themselves a new nametag. Whether you use the paper pieced mountains design or your own
design make a tag with your name and Blue Ridge Quilters on it. If you need the paper pieced
pattern it can be emailed or mailed, just let me know. So here is your mission, please accept it and
have your new name tag ready for when we next get together.

- - - - - - -

I have been working in my flower garden and doing yard work. I finished my grandson's stocking and
started my wish list double wedding ring quilt. (My work in progress!)

Janice Taylor
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We are still safe and taking care! 

Because of the unimaginable high number of irresponsible people around, plenty of documented
videos in the news, I think I’ll take it really slow...however, I miss you all very much! But I’m 70, and
Patrick is one of those with underlying health issues. I don’t want to be responsible for a possible
contamination. 

At home, being quite busy with sewing... 

And enjoying it! 

Sending you a big hug! 

Gisela O’Connor

 My latest hand pieced
above on the left, a few
blocks still missing...do
you think I should have
oone more design wall?
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The top photo is a large baby quilt I finished for my new grandson arriving in June. The pattern is
“Circle of Fifths “. The second one down is a pattern called “Village” and I made it totally scrappy.
There are 132 little houses. I saw a similar one online and thought it really made a good Covid 19
quilt! 

I’ve only made a test block of the Cathedral Stars quilt so far . It’s a free pattern from the Jordan
Fabric web site. Interesting technique! Lastly is a large Double Irish Chain quilt I’m making for a
friend. I’ve added a medium blue border since the photo was made. It’s queen size. 

That’s all! 

Cathy Henderson

- - - - - - -

Carolyn Zaleski recently texted and said she has spent the last several days in the dirt and loving it!!
If her garden is anywhere close to the beauty of her quilts, her garden and flower beds will be
stunning. 
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And from Claire Hightower ...I have attached a photo of my topsy-turvey teacup quilt, made from a
kit.

I started the blue/white Tumbling Triangles by Studio 180 last summer at the Library. Finally got it all
put together save for the border, which I actually do have cut ! The fabric is from the Sew Many Quilts
shop in Covington a couple of years ago. The Around the Square quilt is from Missouri Star Quilt
Company in their Vol 7 Iss 1 2020 Block Magazine. I saw Jenny demo this online and fell in love. I
did it in red/white/blue for www.AmericanHeroQuilts.com . It will have 2 narrow borders (one day
soon?) before quilting and sending it off. 

Loretta Twiford

http://www.AmericanHeroQuilts.com
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I would like to say a word about the annual Walk for Life. Carolyn Zaleski asked me to walk with her
last year and I was hooked. This year it is virtual - see a copy of their email below. If it sounds like a
good thing for you, go for it - if not, just ignore this page.

I registered and contributed to this walk and picked up the tee shirt. I did my walk yesterday and had
a neighbor take my picture so I could send it in. I told her about it and this morning she told me that
she had also registered and contributed and will pick up her tee shirt today so she can walk !

Calling all Walkers, register today
And earn some free Chick-fil-A,
But better than that, walking benefits you
And raising funds helps us do what we do.
 
This year we have made the Walk for Life, easy as pie;
Even if you have never joined us before, give it a try.
Plus every dollar raised is matched to make two,
God just continues to give blessings – just like YOU!!
 
Hopefully, you have a smile on your face and you are ready to walk. Ministry is still happening at
BRWC. And we need you!!
 
Walk any distance!
Walk anywhere!
Walk anytime between June 1st and June 6th
Turn $20,000 into $40,000
And Change lives!!!!!
 
Let’s GO – if you want to register to walk - www.supportbrwc.org/walkforlife 
              -  Can’t walk but want to give to the match - http://www.fundeasy.com/m/4925581/ 
 
Thank You!! 

http://www.supportbrwc.org/walkforlife
http://www.fundeasy.com/m/4925581/

