
The Blue Ridge Quilters Guild  is meeting by Zoom
these days on the 2nd Tuesday at 6:30pm; if you
would like to join in contact President, Carol Dillman,
for an invitation. We would love to see you there !

Usually, we would meet at the Blue Ridge Library on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 

Hello Blue Ridge Quilters,

Happy New Year!

The year 2021 is here and I am ready for a new beginning.  Have you heard?  Due to our inability to
have meetings and speakers this past year and our healthy treasury, we have decided to waive dues
this year.  Yes, this year is free.  So, you are a renewed member and you can invite others to come
give us a try risk-free.  Let’s make this a great year!

Our next meeting is January 12 at 6:30 p.m.  Kathy Wickham is putting together an interesting
program and we would love to see your items for Show and Tell.  I will again email the invitation to
the Zoom meeting on Sunday.  Be watching for it.  Check your Junk mail if you don’t see it by late
evening.

Right now, since we are still unable to meet with groups of any size and have no available meeting
places, we will continue to conduct meetings on Zoom.  Those of us who have joined the meetings
have had a good time but we are missing the rest of you.  Please join us.

If you are new to Zoom, here is a page that explains the process.  It explains what Zoom is and how

it works.  This looks like a lot of instruction but it is really very simple and it is free to you.  There is
even a practice set up for you so you can try it out prior to a meeting.  

https://www.seniortechclub.com/tech-recipe/how-to-attend-a-zoom-meeting/

When all else fails, ask a teenager to help you figure out Zoom.  They are usually thrilled when
someone needs their expertise.  If I can answer any questions, let me know.  Please give it a try.

Just one more plea!  Shop small!  Our local fabric vendors, as well as, other local stores are all
having a difficult time remaining in business.  I know it is really easy to get online and order but if, like
me, you like to see and touch what you buy and you dislike mailing back all those items that weren’t
as expected, shop local.  Once the stores are gone, most won’t come back.  Encourage others to do
the same.  Many of these stores will do curbside pick-up and/or make appointments for safe
shopping.  Let’s do what we can to help them.  Thanks.

Keep me posted of any news from members, ideas for the group, and sewing opportunities or
projects you may hear about.  

Take care, be well, and keep sewing,

Carol Dillman, President

csdillman@yahoo.com

https://www.seniortechclub.com/tech-recipe/how-to-attend-a-zoom-meeting/
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The following email was received from Laurie Spangler, a long time Blue Ridge Quilters member.

I have a request or need advice. My Mother-in-law, Mary Ann Spangler, passed away just before
Christmas. She was a member of the Lake Quilters Guild. Much of her fabric stash was given to her
Lake Quilter Guild friends while she was alive. I do have alot of fabric left, though it is not all the tradi-
tional cottons appropriate for quilting. She made other things like pillows, slip covers etc in addition to
clothing. If there are any members interested in such fabric, I would be happy to meet at Blue Ridge
library with the bags of fabrics. There is also a small amount of cotton Christmas fabrics and a large
bag of whites and cream color fabrics (mostly cottons). Additionally, there is some appropriate for
fidget quilts. 

She did not die from Covid. She hadn't been in her sewing room for a year at least and the fabric has
only been touched by me and I have been tested negatively several times. My husband and I have
remained isolated all this time due to caring for all our parents this year. And I work from home. I just
want to assure people if they fear Covid spread how careful we were and still are. (How sad to have
to even think about and say all this, right ?) 

I would like to be able to pass this fabric on to a quilter or crafter or a local non-profit. 

If you think someone in our Guild would like a look see, you can share my email in the newsletter. Or
let me know of some donation options (I think Goodwill will take fabric, but I'd like to hear of other
options before moving forward). 

Hoping and praying for a better New Year for all of us.

Thank you, 

Laurie Spangler 

twospanglers@yahoo.com

Blue Ridge Quilters - If you are interested or have donation advice, please

contact Laurie at her email address shown above. Thank you.

Smart Fixes:

A friend sent this to me in an email and there are some clever sewing related items in here, too !  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xg0oHxbDtVw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xg0oHxbDtVw
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The really excellent news for this brand new year is this – because 2020 was such a doofus kind of

year, the Board has unanimously voted to cancel membership fees for 2021, and this includes any-
one interested in joining during the new year !! I don’t know about you, but I think this is the kind of
news that calls for a champagne toast to the health and well-being of the Blue Ridge Quilters !
Cheers ! 

Jo Bell - January 8

Mary Ann Maurelli - January 10

Ways & Means

Our "Ways & Means" stash is growing! We now have a bag of muslin and solid whites,
a bag of pink scraps and a bag of blue scraps from Victoria. We also have a donation of
magazines I am making arrangements to pick up. We are planning a sale in the next
month or so. Stay tuned for more info. We're still taking suggestions for a name for this
committee so get creative. 

If anyone needs muslin or fabric for a project or charity quilt contact me, we'll check out
our stash. 

Kathy Wickham

This was in a piece of mail I received and I can appreciate the optimism !! 
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WHILE WE ARE AWAY:

Cathy Henderson has been busy with her beautiful work again ! 

This is called Cobbler and Cream from Kay England.

And this is called Tall Pines   
from a Lori Holt olnine tutorial.

Gisela O’Connor has also been very busy making beautiful things !

Christmas gift for my DIL

I finished it at 3pm on December
24...it was the binding’s fault,
the gold fabric wasn’t enough. I
missed 15 “. Went to Quilting
Essentials, where I bought it, it
was sold out!
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Gisela O’Connor, continued

HOPE ornaments - Holiday Ornaments Pattern Exchange from Star
Quilters Guild

I am not much of a cooking
Girl, but I made this
Königskuchen, an old recipe of
my Mother’s. I heard people
enjoying it!

Not my work, but intend to make some for Christmas 2021. I have
no pattern.

And now, following
are my very early
works. My daughter
Valeria put every-
thing out in her new
home!

1. 

Made 2002/2003 totally by hand, and the hand quilting done by
myself!

Just placed for a photo on the
day following their
moving...not the definitive
place!
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Gisela O’Connor, continued

Made for my grandson Bernardo, in 2010. The colors for his
room were variants of beige...

And, in closing Gisela offers this . . . 

Cynthia Luedtke shows table runners made and gifted to sons and wives/girlfriends:

to Aaron & Shelby - friendship stars

to a sister, Belinda for her 60th

birthday - pinwheels
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Cynthia Luedtke continued

to Ben & Allison  - octagons

to Josh & Christina - log
cabin 

to Michah & Mia - Ohio stars

Kids --

My granddaughter who was 5 last year saw the packages under the tree and her comment was,
"Boy, I must have been good!!!"

This year she was at home and her comment was, "Did you know, Santa cleaned the Family Room! I
asked if he did toilets?" Mom and Dad just laughed.

Janice Taylor
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The Board of Officers for the two year term of 2020-2021:

President - Carol Dillman 

Vice President - Cathy Henderson

Secretary - Carolyn Zaleski

Treasurer - Cynthia Luedtke

Committees

Programs - Kathy Wickham (could use a partner)

Membership - Claire Hightower and Carolyn Zaleski

Sunshine - Carolyn Zaleski, vaquiltercz@comcast.net

Historian - Gisela O’Connor and Loretta Twiford

Hospitality - Sharon Menzies and Janice Taylor

Newsletter - Loretta Twiford

Publicity - Julie Shelton and Chris Martin
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Blue Ridge Quilters Guild

Monthly Meeting December 8, 2020 - Zoom

President, Carol Dillman called the meeting to order at 6:38 pm.  In attendance were

Kathy Wickham, Gisela O’Connor, Julie Shelton, Janice Taylor, Cathy Henderson, Carolyn

Zaleski, Claire Hightower, Loretta Twiford, Cynthia Leudtke, Ann Ware and Carol

Dillman.

Treasurer’s report - Cynthia Leudtke reported that there is $5,351.92 in the Guild’s

checking account. A discussion ensued regarding waiving next year’s dues for all current

members. Janice Taylor made a motion that we waive 2021 dues to all 2020 paid up

members.  Julie Shelton seconded the motion. The motion passed but was then modified

to include all new members joining in 2021. This is a way to add new members and to

encourage former members to return to the Guild. The motion was put to a vote and

passed by those in attendance.

Secretary’s Report - The minutes from the November meeting were included in

December’s newsletter.  The minutes were accepted by Loretta Twiford and seconded by

Gisela O’Connor.

Old Business - Kathy Wickham is looking for a name for the Ways & Means table which

will be starting at our monthly meetings once we can safely meet in person. She has

received a large of amount of fabrics that can be used for charity projects or other group

activities. You can contact Kathy if there is something specific needed. Cathy Henderson

offered her guest house in Fincastle for a February/March sale. Since we did not have

our annual Silent Auction, and now with this new donation of fabric, there will be a great

shopping opportunity for our guild members.

New Business - Carol Dillman will be planning a Board Meeting in January. Date will be

announced after the holidays. We also had a discussion about getting in touch with our

missing members. Carol will pair each of us with someone we have been missing. The

idea is to be sure everyone is ok, see if anything is needed in the way of help and to

encourage them to participate in some way with the guild. 

Sunshine - Carol Zaleski reported there were no requests for cards this month. We

learned tonight that Chris Martin had back surgery and a card will go out to her

tomorrow.

Programs - Kathy Wickham said that last month’s speaker, Gail Mayhue is coming out

with a “Quilt As You Go” pattern for a tote bag and she will ask Gail to do a program or a

workshop for us at that time. Kathy will also look into getting an outside speaker to do a

program or someone to do a trunk show for the guild. Gisela O’Connor suggested, that

in the coming year, we copy the Star Quilters program and have a Charity Sew In Day

via Zoom. Kathy Wickham mentioned that her contact from Foster Care is down with
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Covid and unable to do a program at this time. Kathy has another contact, Jason, and

will ask if he could do a Zoom program about the Foster Care needs and what we might

do as a guild to help them.

Membership - Claire Hightower reported we have 26 paid members.

Newsletter - Loretta Twiford had nothing new to report but received kudos for her

excellent work with the Newsletter and email updates. Cathy Henderson suggested that

the information about 2021 dues being waived be included in the next Newsletter.

Publicity - Julie Shelton will be updating the local newspapers about our monthly Zoom

meetings.

Tonight’s Program- Kathy Wickham had asked the members to present favorite

holiday projects. Gisela showed some cross stitch hand towels, several handmade

ornaments and a bag she designed to hold her clips. Carol Zaleski show her 8 pointed

star made from clothespins, Loretta displayed a small patchwork stocking ornament,

Cynthia had made a holiday wine bag, Claire showed her beautiful fabric flower, Cathy

Henderson shared an embroidered primitive wall hanging and Kathy Wickham showed

gift card holders made with nickle squares, and a kitchen boa.

Show and Tell - Cathy Henderson displayed a quilt made using the Scrap Therapy book

and one called Negative & Positive. Both very beautiful.  Loretta Twiford shared a picture

of Jo Bell and asked that everyone remember her over the holidays with cards and

phone calls.

Entertainment - we ended the meeting by playing a few fun and challenging games.

The first was Name the Movie or Christmas Song.  Loretta and Carol Z were prize

winners for that game. The second was a memory game and the winners were Gisela

and Cathy Henderson.  Kathy Wickham came up with this fun way to end our meeting.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:19pm.

Submitted by:

Carolyn Zaleski


