
Blue Ridge Quilters
Newsletter – October 2018

Upcoming meetings:

Board Meeting
The Board will meet this Sunday, Oct. 7, 
at 3:00 at the Valley View Barnes & 
Noble.  Any member is welcome to attend
Board meetings.

October 9 – Quilters' Rules and Tips 
for Thinking Outside the Blocks.
Got orphan blocks?  Looking for a little 
inspiration for what to do with them? 
This month's meeting comes with a 
challenge:  Think outside the blocks!   
Tina Dietz will be providing a quick 
program outlining some strategies and 
techniques for working with those lone, 
lonesome blocks.  She'll also be 
introducing a few nifty rulers that might 
help you see your blocks in a more 
unique way.  Bring a few of your orphan 
blocks, including a couple you wouldn't 
mind cutting up, and some coordinating 
fabric to the meeting.  Then, using some 
of Tina's strategies or some ideas of your 
own,  think outside your blocks to 
transform them into gems you will want 
to adopt into a quilt project you already 
have going or into a quilt of their very 
own.  At the end of the meeting, you'll get
a chance to show off what you came up 
with!  (For a list of what to bring to the 
meeting, see the last page.)

November 13 – Troubleshooting 
mistakes, or, What was I thinking?
Vickie Anway will share some of her 
beginner’s foibles and how she dealt with
them.  This is meant to be a discussion 
open to all so bring any examples you 
have of where things went wrong.

Don’t forget:

Sew Days:
Next sew dates are October 12 and 26, 
the second and fourth Friday.   We have 
the meeting room from 10 am until 3 pm 
(really all day).  Large tables and a 
supportive atmosphere. Plug strips 
helpful.

BRQG Website
Our website has a new address – shorter 
and simpler: www.blueridgequilters.com. 
If you have not already done so, go to the
site and click on “Follow” in the lower left
corner and enter your email address.  
Doing this will get you an email notice 
every time information is added.  

Last Month’s meeting
Several nice “Show and tells” were 
presented.  Pictures of these are on the 
web site.
Kathy Woods presented a program on 
“Ergonomics for Quilters.”  We learned 
how high our sewing table, ironing 
boards and chairs should be.
Our ironing table should be 3” higher 
than our cutting table.  Our cutting table
should be 4” below our elbow.  It can be 
raised with “risers” or PVC pipe.  Our 
sewing table should be so our arms are 
at a 90 degree angle.  Be sure to correct 
for the 3” of your sewing machine height.
Kathy also shared some relaxation 
exercises and a reminder that you should
always use a good cutting blade and take
breaks often.

http://www.bluerridgequilters.com/


Upcoming Events:

PAT SLOAN LECTURE 
October 19, 2018

Quilter, fabric designer, author, and teacher Pat
Sloan is coming to Lynchburg, Virginia for a 
lecture presentation and trunk show.
Quilt Exhibit by Seven Hills Quilt Guild & Pat 
Sloan Grandma’s Kitchen Challenge
Refreshments and Door prizes

7pm, Doors open at 6:15pm
Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the door

Hyland Heights Baptist Church located at 11452
Wards Road, Rustburg, VA (Just 5 miles south 
of the Lynchburg airport)
Directly across from Threads Runs Thru It Quilt 
Shop

PLUS 4 openings in workshop, for info 
contact Kim Payne, President, 434-944-8639 or
email at intoquilting@hotmail.com 

November 17, 2018
Memorial Barn Quilt Dedication & 
Quilting Treasures with Kevin Womack
Please join with us in honoring the late 
Linda Wilson, when a memorial barn quilt 
is unveiled. Linda’s love of quilting, 
gardening, and art are reflected in her 
years of dedicated service to the 
Meadowbrook Center.
Immediately afterwards we will have 
Quilting Treasures in the Carilion Room 
with textile artist Kevin Womack, who will 
present examples of his quilting work 
spanning the last 30 years.

Saturday 2 pm

Meadowbrook Library

267 Alleghany Spring Rd.
Shawsville, VA 24162
540-268-1964 

Blueberry Ridge Retreat

Sunday April 7 to Friday April 12, 
2019

5 days of (almost) uninterrupted sewing, 
designing, and quilting - the inaugural 
retreat offers you an escape from 
everyday life to enjoy the camaraderie of 
fellow fiber artists, and to form lasting 
friendships.

The retreat is limited to 16 participants.
Registration closes November 30, 2018

Blueberry Ridge Conference Center and 
Cabins of Mountain Lake Lodge
115 Hotel Circle, Pembroke, Virginia 
24136

For full information go to               
http://kutauber.wixsite.com/the-quilting-
party/blueberry-ridge-retreat

SAVE THE DATE!
Inspired Piecemakers
March 29-30, 2019 

Quilt show sponsored by the Star Quilters 
Guild of the Roanoke area

Quilt judge: Scott Murkin
Featured artist: Nancy Oldham
Categories are applique; art; miniature; 
miscellaneous, youth; traditional pieced - 
individual; and traditional pieced – 
collaborative

http://kutauber.wixsite.com/the-quilting-party/blueberry-ridge-retreat
http://kutauber.wixsite.com/the-quilting-party/blueberry-ridge-retreat
https://webmail.lumos.net/
https://webmail.lumos.net/
https://maps.google.com/?q=%20Shawsville%20VA%2024162%20US
mailto:intoquilting@hotmail.com


About Blue Ridge Quilt Guild

The Blue Ridge Quilt Guild meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Blue
Ridge Public Library located at 28 Avery Row, Roanoke, VA 24012.

On the web at: : www.blueridgequil  ters.com  

Officers & Committee Chairs

President: Kathy Wickham Publicity:  Claire Hightower
Vice President: Julianne Kramer Newsletter: Vickie Anway
Secretary: Janice Taylor Hospitality: Victoria Person
Treasurer: Carol Dillman Membership: Ann Ware & Claire 
Programs: Kathy Wickham & Tina Dietz   Hightower
Audit: Cynthia Luedtke & Claire Hightower Historian: Ann Ware

http://www.blueridgequilters.wordpress.com/


What to bring to the October meeting about 
“Orphan Blocks”.

-- Several of your orphan blocks, including a few you 
wouldn't mind cutting up.

--  Coordinating fabrics...enough to experiment with

--  Straight pins

-- Rotary cutter and mat

-- Acrylic ruler (your favorite for cutting strips and 
squares, etc. Angle markings might be helpful.)

-- Your sewing machine and etc, if you'd like to sew 
up your blocks at the meeting.  Else you can pin a few
of your ideas together and sew them up at home.  (If 
you bring your machine, don't forget an extension 
cord!)

-- Paper and pen to take notes with

--  A small, portable, design "wall".   Here are a few 
ways you can make one QUICK:

  1) If you have a spare large cardboard box, cut out 
the largest size and secure cotton batting to it with 
binder clips or safety pins., OR if it is small enough, 
slip a cotton t-shirt over it and pin the shirt tight.  You 
could also use the back of felt-backed table cloth.

   2)  Use a piece of Styrofoam insulation and ditto 
above.

   3)   If you have neither of the above, you might also 
use an old large picture frame, a paint canvas, an old 
gameboard, etc.    The whole idea is to have 
something large enough to work with and move fabric
pieces around on, and likewise maybe prop up and 
stand back from, but not so large that it is 
cumbersome for you to get in your car!

   4)  If you are really desperate, Tina is going to bring
a couple of sturdy covers salvaged from some 
wallpaper books that you can cover with the above 
mentioned of your choice.  (An old cotton T-shirt 
works great!

-- ALSO HELPFUL: 

-- A digital camera so you can take pictures of your 
different design ideas as you work


